EDITORS NOTE: i is the

in a tworpart.series dealing with fhe

" experiences of Danny Liska, 3 Nebrase

k2 man who traveled much of the itfle

explored world in seavch of adventure,
He visited the Quad-Cities recently.

By I ARPY

~ When Damy Liska decided to give up
tanching and o adventoring he considered
{his advice of a Chinese’philosopher: “If
you waut to play the harp, play it. Don't
.téalk ot dream about playing the harp, do
l ‘!1 : ' £
Liska had always been fascinated by
adventure stories, but bis only foray ino
the musual had been a mototeyele trip to

¢lirab thevolcano Popocatepefl .
But in 1959 e was 30 years old and
folb e was beconting more and moresola-
ed from the intriguing world ovlside, Ace
cordingly, he and his wite let the cattle dry
up, put the land in the soil ank, and headed
into the unknown, .y

A SEVENNEEK photogeaphic trip
through Alaska only whetted his desite to
{ry what he had often considered impossi-
ble = a trip from Circle City, Alaska, the
northernmost se{fement in North America
that could be reached by toad to Ushuaia,
Argentina, the most southern town in the
tip of South America.

Before the trp was over, he would
have avwakened to find varnpire bats suck-
ing bis blood, eaten monkey and lizard to
stay live, suvived a junge tial by
savages, haveled with smogglers and served
s double for movie actor Yul Brymner,

On bis motorcycle, he traveled Ala
k' trackless tundra, whimed past vast
berds of wild game, fought choking dust
and flying rocks, ‘

-

WAS HE READY for such a strequous
undertaking as fhe Alaska to Argenfina
Hrip? I Mesico, he sought out bis old ad-
vetsary, Popocatepel. 1t he could cimb ,
He felt he would have (Re strength and en-
durance or what fay ahead. _

On @ foggy moming, he strapped
spikes on his boots and hegan the ascent.
Ator what seensed like hours, he collapsed

in the snow, his lungs on fire, Then slowly
he gottois feetand resumaed the lireh:

. “AsTvialked up the momtainastep at
a time. T realizd that there S only one way

. o getto the top, whether i he a mountain
or a goal in life. A man should take the
et step his goal, not the whole moun-
fain,” Liska says, ~

Whenhestood on fhe topof theoldval-

- ¢ano, he kiew he would finish his terrible

“ourney. Liska's wife, Arlene, joined himin
for Panama, . <

Wexico and the two headed
Heavy - tains and unfinished roads slowed
thelr progress. In Costa Rica, it ook them
five weeks o go 120 miles, Then Mrs, Lis-
Ka became ill and took 2 plane in Panama
(ity to refurn tothe States.

The toad ended 37 miles outside of -
Mo anda mstresattempl-ty—Panama iy, Bejoud-were 45) s of-——
{e most imupenelrable fungle infhe world.
Thiere weve no-10ads o¢ trails — oily vines,
jmgle, snakes, wild Indians and Wooc-

{hirsty vampire bats.
48 LISKA stood surveying a sin tht

said: “End of the Road, Here begins the

Davien Gap,” & Panamatian walked up and

said, “Mon, you're crazy o think about

gaing ity that jungle. No mon goes n there
and comes back!”

But Liska knew fhat somevihere be-
yond the endless jungle was Turbo, Colon
bia and the magic e that would carry
I, aboazd bis moforcyele, to the end of
His personal zainbow ~ the very fip of
South America

-+ The frip in Costa Rica bad been
through 14 daps of torveutial tains, There

Bad been lanslides and 3 bridgeless rivess -

fo cross, the eyele having been shipped
ahead to Medellin, Colombia,

“People seid T was erary and  idn't
denyt, You have fo bea kifle insane to try
"atrip e his,” Liska says. ‘

IN IS RUCKSACK he carried food
for two days, 4 hamumock, camera, mach-
efe, unting nile, penicilln in a syringe,
itra socks, mosquito repellent, matches
and gatlc, which a witch doctor assured
lim would keep snakes at a distance.
~ On Dec, 5, 1960, he plunged into (he

* jngle vith a Spanishspeaking guide. They
fraveled in 4 piraqua, a craft hewn from 2
single free truck, Dowm rivers they wen.

patsing af Indian villages to seek a guide o
~ {ake Liska through the Chucunaque Valley
“He finally obtained the services of 4 young

Tndian named Mamuelfor §3.2 day.

For days they hacked through vines
and fers until Liska thought they were
opelessly Lost, but eventually they came
out onto-a well-rod trail. They moved into

. Vala Indian territory, a forbidden strefch of

jungle whete they were antested for being
Wilhout permission. .~~~ ,

The guide, Manuel, was faken away
and Liska was put through a frial of srts

T was asked what posiion he held in s

home town of Mobaza, Neb.

“T shouted, ‘T any president of the Mo-
bara Communily Club” & look of awe
siept their faces and they sef me free,”
Liska sags. |

AN OLD WETCH doctor volunteered fo
lead him through the jungle. In five lazy
days of floating down the river, ihing and
swimming, fhe two men became fast
frends, .

“Somelimes we'd throw stones at ali
gators. Often we'd stop to eat monkeys or
frards. We moved from one Indian village fo
another,” Liska recounts. ‘

AL the banana port of E1 Real, Liska
conacted a group of stungglers who agreed
{0 take him into Colombia for §7, The Dar-

- lood. The men saw hbdies of antmals and

an occasional Choco Indian hut foating by,

One day one of of {he smugglers he-
came quité ll and:was holding up the rest
of the party, Liska heard a shot and dis

covered the smngglers had shot their com-

panion to put hir out of his misexy, They
threnw his body inko he river and divided
bis property. s 4

~ Near the villge of Boca de Coupe
" Liska refired ina jungle hut, sleeping on the

for because he s too fived foset up his
hammock. ' :

He awoke as he hecame aware of a
gentle fanuing above his face and noted 2
musky odor, When he felt some ereabure

“ crawling up kis body he jumped up and

- found the room was full of vampire bats,

- ;me of which-kad been feeding on-bis-big-
% |

IN PERU, Liska's motorcycle bioke
down and he had to weit three months for
parts. This gave hin time o explove the
Amazon River, the mountains and jungle
areas, and to meef various Indian tribes.

In Southern Argentina, an areq of few
toads and fewer people, he often had to
drag his motorcycle {hrough heavy snow.
One day the machine tipped over 30 limes.

And then one motning he came over

the crest of a bill and below him strelched |
{he ocean and the end of his rainbow, hut &
‘nstead of being exhilarated, Liska flt Tet

down, Hestll thirsted for challenges.

He next discovered fhat money his
wife had sent i months before had heen
tetumed to the States, He canghta freeride
otta hoatand learmed fhat the movie “Taras
Bulha™ was being filtmed i northern Argen-
fina, Liska joined  group of gauchos, en

toutedo thesiteto serveas extras.

WHEN LISKA saw Yol Brynner, who
vas playing the lead role, he vowed to act
a5 is double for dangerous work. He gothis
chance when the regular double refused fo
rie a horse at full gallop dovn a treacher-
ous hill, Liska got the part and therealter
1ed 7,000 mnen inko mock batfle. ,

Alter he relurmed home, Liska and his

wile telurmed o Soulh America and §

Mericas

“Tn Central America we saw zonbies,
the so-called fving dead, They were men
wilhout expression and moved 25 though in
atrance. " SO,

“[ falked f0-a college prolessor who
said that when bis brother died, he and his
father and ofher brothers stood atound the
coffin, Then his father said, T s yout duty
a5 the eldest son, and handed him a dagger
which he plunged into his brother's heat:
The people believe th i the only sure way
to make sure a-pérson who is appasently
dead cannot be tumed into 2 zombie by
unscrupulous persons with supernatural
pOWES, e

" “When T was in Africa | saw repeated
evidence of some powetful form of telepee
{hy. Wherever I went;.even in the most re-

—mote-parts, the people knew L wes coming,

Tt wag as i they had seen me on fv. Yel
{here wieze no methods of commmication
and no way they could have known about
me. No way, that i, except Ehrough sophis-
{icated mental elepathy,” Liska seys.

. He hopes some day to take a molorcy-
¢le trip through Russtan Siberta, but. thus
fat the Russians have turned down his re-
(uests. Co o

traveled hrovgh Brazi, Uroguay and Para- ®

ion area fhen was reeling from 2 fomible o



