#of In history known Lo
|tka complete stretch,
(many thousands of
| motorcycle and following a land

| madeo it to the “End

| Right now be has reachad
. *End of the Pan American High-
| way — Hers Begins the Dasien
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Adjectives could probably not
describe very well the past year
for Danny Liska, columnist 4or
this newspapsr. They would In-

clude “adventuresome™. “exelt-
Ing”, “interestmg™, ele.
And probably they ‘would

sound lame when being consid-
ered with the mext few wecoks
and months for the MNlshrara
farmer, commerclal <lob presl-
dent, cyclist, writer, travelogna
artist.

For Danny la In the midst
of covering a long wstretch
of territory by motorcycle,
affectionately called *Tum-
Pleweed™. Danny has been
te the tip of Alaska — the
northernmoat polnt of the
MHarth Amerlcan continent—-
and has traveled south,
south, south; and will contin-
ua Eoiuth ualll he hita ths
southernmost tip of the
Bouth American contlrent.

Liska will be the first por

make
totaling
milas, by

route [Lthat is, whero thera Ia

N land.)

Tt was last year when Danny
of the
Road, Artle Circle City, Alaska”,
the

Gap™ in Panama.

So far, as Danny put ft, "I
bad been am adventurs packed
journey, riding my N6 DBMW
acroan the ten countries whizh
soparatis the aigns. The Tamblae
Weed had carrled me moross fro-
wen tundra and past eresplog
glaclers, over quivering muskeg
and through (all forests, through
bilading snow and parched des
erts. Wo have riddem among co-
conut groves which bent beforas
tha gpentla caresa of tha Carrl-
bean trade winds and besides
i+ roaring surf of the Pacifia.
The Tumble Wead has crossed
rivera alive with salmon, as wall
gs thosa with frash waler shark.
mantes (sea cows) and croco-
diles. From the spowy slopes of
the Mexican wvolcang Popowe
went in quest of others, such as
tha mysterions Izaleo of El Sal-
vador, the erupting Cerro Negro
of Nicaragua and even ventured
into the wvery crater of the réal-
less drazu of Costa Rica™

Many Different Roads

Road surfaces have been war
led, too. As Danny sald, "The
long road from the Arclic to the
soulbhern confinent has many
{aces., From the frozen tundma
wlong tho Steese Highway at the
porthern ¢nd of the Yuokon bor
der and doéa Dot appear ualil
1200 miles later near Dawson
Creek B.C. The magnificont
kighway of the United States
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‘| tion. is about 11,000 feet,

g | temporary bridges. Arriving
A | Buenoa Alres, the Tumble Weed

#:% |log In the form of the lobby

coass abruptly at™the abominable
“El Tapon™ at the Guatemalan
border. The highway In  Guate-
mala Is both very good and very
bad. The roads I Drlilsh Hon-
duras, alibough paved, are bt
12 feet wido and too parrow for
cark o meet or pass. To  fur
ther complicate matters, eTery-
ome there drives on the left alde
of the roads. Salvador has pave-
ment throughout bat porbaps Is
tho most harardous of all be-
causa the highways are dominat-
ed by boards of ox carts. Hon-
duras” has very lttle surfaced
highway — and fortunately aeo,
as the paved sectlon Is la terrl
ble shape. The roads of Micara-
gus are mostly paved but the
morthern half of the road s
completely in the possession of
the berds of calile which roam
frealy aloag IL"

After relurning from Alaska,
Liska left this past summer for
bls southern journey. In Septem-
ber, his wife, Arlene, joinod him
for n porton of the journey.
turnlog only recently to thejr
Niobrara farm.

Mra. Idska commented on her

porton of the jJourmey as fol-
lows:
"Wo Jourmeyed the [oler

American highway from San
Jose, Cosla Rica, vlewlng dec-
oratlvely palnled oxen drawn
carts, fo Papama City In the
Temparal or ralon season. Ooc
day took us from San Jome Lo
Cartago, Cosla Rica, to view the
Yoleaps Traze, 11322 feet and
active. -

’ To Peak of Death

*Fortylive milea Ddelow
Cartago, the highway reaches
the famous Cerrode la "Muarts
{called the peak of death by the
Iediana). Many bave been killed
ln the procesa of making this
mouniain c¢rossing. The eleva-
abova
the clouds apd very cold. On we
go down fo San Tsidro del Gener-
al where the untinished highway
section begina for 137 milex io
the border of Panama. This pot-
tion of the trip was to take five
weeka,

*Thirty-nine bridges rm-hi ‘.u
bo builts Most people tell ua I
s Iimposalble to po any farther,
but wea adventure on. Five of the
rivera ard crossed by plank or
at

hod a new garage for the aven-

of
8 hotel. It took three days to
urrange the next leg of the il:ﬂlr-

LA

“It coverad two amall rivers

# | by jeep and the much larger Rl-
P iad | ve1 Platanarous in &

FINALLY to the end of the Pan hm-rr::n Highw:.y where the Dar-

ien Gap beglne. The next 350 miles will bring untold adventure.

BCTADRT
pulled by & D8 caterpillar and

pushed by a O-9. On we wont

Danny Liska Adventure Hits
North, South Ends of Continent

\krough mounlaios and jungle to
o workers camp. The largest
river was crossed in & canoe
made from ome log hollowed cur
A plgbt was spent iz an Indlan
vilage where an Indlan family
vacated thelr home to permit ns
to spend tho night in thelr bam-
boo and palm leave house.
Pupli Friend]y

“Danny noled, and I also

in my portloa of the trip,

that the people have always
tried to cooperale. Many
timea they could not wunder-
stand what we wanted, but
they'd still try to ba helplful

For two days the only food

we had was oranges and ba-

nanas.

*Furtber jfourneys Iocluded
asslstance by hellcopier, motor
car traln, self-propelled three
car diesel traln and bus.”

And then the ILiskas came to
the most dariog porfion of their
lcong journey, and because of the
danger, Danny “ordered™ hils

ro- | wile to réturn home.

For now, Danoy has come o
ihé 350 miles of the Darien Jun-
gle — the gap #Bat joins Colum-
bla, Soulth America, and Papama.
Tt s solely Inkabited by two
types of Indlans — the Cunas ob
tbe Atlantic Coast and the Cho
Chos on the Pacific. To this day
they live as thely ancestors

Ured — In bellef and dress.
The Darien Jungle Iz mald
ts be Impaseable — that a
road may never be able to
be bullt thers, But adven-
turescme as Danny I8, he's
going to try to make It by .
eyele.
Tho weecks or months ahead
will probably bring all kinds of

adventare, danger, excilement,
ale.
And Finally, after passiog

through the Darien Jungle, Dan-
ny will more or less “have it
mada™, for tha balance of the
trip throogh South Ameriea will
be lhrough comparatively safe
and modern country. However
he must reach the tip of ~South
America, Terra Del Fuego, by
February, before adverse wea-
ther conditions set In,

Rumors here stated that Dan-
ny had beem to Cuba and. . was
held prisoner there. These were
false. He never was in Coba
His columns, Yeaded “Fancy
Fres”, have been slowed np due
to mall mixups. When they ar-
rive agaln, they will appear 1
print

In the meantime, the

MNews columnist haz a big

goal — from the north north

to the south scuth, by motar-
eycle and completely by
land; We wish luck to Dan-

ny and hias *Tumbie Waeed"”.




